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Forming a Regional Land Trust

Bill Hopple, Executive Director

Jason Brownknight, Dir. of Conservation & Stewardship

Cincinnati Nature Center

OKI Regional Conservation Council 

2015 Annual Meeting 
March 31, 2015
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EDUCATION
Program

Personal 

EXPERIENCE
In Nature

Center For
Conservation

& 

STEWARDSHIP

Volunteer
Program

Environmental 
Interpretation 

Intern
Program

Celebrate
Our Legacy
On the Land

Service 
to the

Community

What is CNC?

Enriching Lives
By Inspiring Passion for Nature

Through Experience, Education and Stewardship
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Facts & Figures
ÅOpened in 1967

Å2 Properties:

ÅRowe Woods in Milford: 1,025 acres,               
Old Growth Forest , 15 mi of trails

ÅLong Branch Farm & Trails in Goshen:  650 
acres, forest/farm, 5 mi trails

ÅMembers: 8,900 households

ÅStaff: 30 FT, 20 PT,  interns & camp counselors

ÅFinances

ÅOperating Budget  $3.5 M

ÅEndowment  $25 M
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Center for 
Conservation & Stewardship 
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Center for Conservation & Stewardship 

Purpose

To promote and improve conservation       
in Greater Cincinnati through             

education, research and stewardship.
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Rationale

ÅCommunity Resource

ÅRequest for programs 

ÅApplied Ecology 

ÅSuccessful in other regions

ÅSustainability is paramount
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CNC is uniquely suited

ÅOur special land

ÅStrong reputation

ÅLarge membership base

ÅIn a metropolitan area 

ÅExperience in collaboration

ÅLeader in invasive species management

ÅVolunteer Land Steward program

ÅLeadership in Green Umbrella
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Vision

The quality of life in this region is enhanced because:  

ω wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ are informed advocates for continued 
land conservation,

ω .Ŝǎǘ land management practices are being 
implemented, and

ω aƻǊŜ land is set aside as green space.

The Center for C&S is recognized as a national leader in 
land & water conservation, education and research.
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Areas of focus

1. Habitat Management

2. Trail Management

3. Conservation Education

4. Scientific Research

5. Land Preservation
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Audiences

ÅHome owners/private land owners 

ÅLand management practitioners 

ÅDevelopers and Legislators

ÅScientists and Research Professionals 

ÅHigh school and college Instructors 

ÅYoung adults 
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Collaborators/Partners

ÅParks

ÅNon-Profits

ÅGovernment Agencies

ÅColleges/Universities

ÅGreen Industry Vendors

ÅLand Trusts
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Conservation Education
Subject Areas

ÅHorticulture and landscaping 

ÅInvasive species management 

ÅField methods 

ÅGeographical Information Systems (GIS) 

ÅTrail construction and maintenance 

ÅFuture Opportunities

ÅOutdoor recreation programming

ÅConsultation services
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Scientific Research
Objective

To gain greater knowledge of the local 
ecosystem:

Åecology and natural history

Ånon-native invasive species

Åhuman impact on land and water

Årestoration and management techniques
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Scientific Research
Citizen Science

ÅCurrent Examples
ÅProject Feederwatch
ÅChristmas Bird Count
ÅAsh Tree Survey
ÅVernal Pool 

Monitoring
ÅButterfly Monitoring

ÅBluebird Box 
Monitoring
ÅWater Quality 

Monitoring
ÅTurtle Telemetry

ÅPotential/Desired 

ÅBi-annual Migratory Bird Surveys

ÅBreeding bird census (Partner with Ohio Breeding 
Bird Atlas)

ÅBio-Blitz at RW and LBF

ÅStream salamander survey
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Scientific Research
Professional/Academic

ÅCurrent Examples

ÅWolf spider research (UC)

ÅLocust borer (XU)

ÅNorthern Saw-whet Owl (CNC)

ÅStress Dynamics in Drinking 
and Recreational Waters (USEPA)

ÅPotential/Desired

ÅRanunculus ficaria on the Eastern Deciduous Forest

ÅMonitor CNC wetland mitigation sites

ÅSurvey bat populations for white nose syndrome
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Center for Conservation & Stewardship 

at Groesbeck Lodge

ÅBuilt in 1920 by Grace & Glendenning Groesbeck

ÅEnglish revival country home

ÅLandscape and garden influenced by Gertrude Jekyll

ÅListed on National Register of Historic Places
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Extinction 

of

a Species
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Loss of Habitat


